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was a Harvard physicist by the name of Wal-
lace Clement Sabine. Mr. Sabine, the founder 
of the science of architectural acoustics, 
served as acoustical consultant during the 
construction of the Hall. As a result of 
Sabine’s input, Symphony Hall became the 
first concert hall designed with the aid of mod-
ern acoustical science, and today is ranked 
among the three best acoustical concert halls 
in the world. 

Ground breaking on the Hall took place on 
June 12, 1899 and it opened its doors on Oc-
tober 15, 1900. Ever since its opening, Sym-
phony Hall has played a major role in new 
music activity. It has been the scene of more 
than 250 musical world premiers, including 
major works by Samuel Barber, Aaron 
Copeland, George Gershwin, and John Wil-
liams. 

Though it is principal home of the Boston 
Symphony and the Boston Pops orchestras, 
other performing artists use it 60–70 times a 
year. It is also interesting to note that for many 
years Symphony Hall was the largest public 
building in Boston and served as the city’s 
major civic gathering place. Among such civic 
events were: the First Annual Automobile 
Show of the Boston Automobile Dealers’ As-
sociation (1901); a debate on American par-
ticipation in the League of Nations, advocated 
by Harvard President A. Lawrence Lowell and 
opposed by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge 
(1919); and all the inaugurations of Boston’s 
Mayor James Michael Curley. 

The Hall has regular radio and television 
broadcasts of the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
and the Boston Pops. The first radio broadcast 
took place on January 23, 1926, with the first 
national radio broadcast took place on Octo-
ber 4, 1930 in honor of the BSO’s 50th anni-
versary. Television broadcasts from Symphony 
Hall began in 1963 and in 1969 the program 
Evening at Pops was launched in co-operation 
with WGBH. This program has gone on to be-
come the second longest-running series on 
public television, after Sesame Street. 

Today, Symphony Hall continues to have a 
profound impact on the world of music and 
maintains its distinction as one of the world’s 
finest concert halls. The Department of the In-
terior recently paid fitting tribute to Symphony 
Hall’s national and historic significance by des-
ignating it a National Historic Landmark. I 
have no doubt that Symphony Hall will con-
tinue to be a strong influence in the world of 
music for the next century and I want to ex-
tend my heart-felt congratulations to all those 
persons that have been entrusted with main-
taining the legacy of Symphony Hall. So I 
close with wishing Symphony Hall a happy 
birthday and the good fortune of celebrating at 
least another one hundred. 
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Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
a heavy heart, after learning this morning 
about the latest violence in Israel. News re-

ports indicate that two Israeli reserve soldiers 
were killed in the West Bank town of 
Ramallah. The Israeli soldiers were detained 
by the Palestinian police after they inadvert-
ently made a wrong turn down a street, and 
were taken to a police station. Apparently a 
mob of Palestinians broke into the police sta-
tion, slaughtered the Israeli soldiers, and pa-
raded their bodies through the streets. 

I call on Mr. Arafat to live up to his obliga-
tions under the Oslo Accords, and to maintain 
public order and calm in the West Bank 
through a vigorous use of the Palestinian po-
lice force. Let us remember that the Palestin-
ians now fully control over 40% of the West 
Bank and Gaza, with over 95% of the Pales-
tinian population under the civil administration 
of the Palestinian Authority. As the Palestin-
ians gain greater authority and control over 
their domestic affairs, they also must shoulder 
the additional security responsibilities that 
come hand-in-hand with territorial control. The 
Palestinians must ensure the safety of both 
Israelis and Palestinians within their areas of 
control. 

Mr. Arafat has personally assumed respon-
sibility over all PLO elements and personnel in 
order to assure the maintenance of peace, 
law, and order in the West Bank. Just a few 
days ago Mr. Arafat allowed a Palestinian mob 
to destroy Joseph’s Tomb, a Jewish holy site 
in the West Bank, just hours after Israeli 
troops withdrew and allowed the Palestinian 
police to take control. 

Mr. Speaker, each of us prays for peace in 
the Middle East. The only way to achieve 
peace is for the Palestinian leaders to not only 
condemn but to take steps to stop terrorism 
and violence. 
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today I intro-

duce the United States Commission on Secu-
rity in an Open Society Act, expressing an 
idea I have been working on for two years. 
Before our eyes, parts of our open society are 
gradually being closed down because of fear 
of terrorism. This act would begin a systematic 
response that takes full account of the impor-
tance of maintaining our democratic traditions 
while responding adequately to the real and 
substantial threat terrorism poses. 

The bill I introduce today is being simulta-
neously introduced by the gentleman from 
New York, Senator DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN, 
who is retiring this year. His unique career, as 
the Senate’s intellectual leader, and as archi-
tect of the revival of Pennsylvania Avenue and 
a good deal of the rest of the renaissance of 
the Nation’s Capital makes him the perfect 
partner for this bill. Because the bill embodies 
much of the breadth of concerns of the man 
and his career, I believe that the passage of 
the United States Commission on Security in 
an Open Society Act during this Congress 
would be another fitting tribute to Senator 
MOYNIHAN’s service. 

Recent history has been marked by the rise 
of terrorism in the world and in this country. 
As a result, American society faces new and 
unprecedented challenges. We must provide 
higher levels of security for our people and 
public spaces while maintaining a free and 
open democratic society. As yet, our country 
has no systematic process or strategy for 
meeting these challenges. 

When we have been faced with unprece-
dented and perplexing issues in the past, we 
have had the good sense to investigate them 
deeply and to move to resolve them. Exam-
ples include the Warren Commission following 
the assassination of President John F. Ken-
nedy and the Kerner Commission following ri-
otous uprisings that swept American cities in 
the 1960’s and 1970’s. 

The problems associated with worldwide ter-
rorism are of similar importance and dimen-
sion. The Act requires that a commission be 
presidentially appointed because to be useful 
in meeting the multiple problems raised, a 
careful balance of members representative of 
a cross section of disciplines will be nec-
essary. To date, questions of security most 
often have been left to security and military 
experts. They are indispensable participants, 
but they cannot alone resolve all the issues 
raised by terrorism in an open society. In 
order to strike the balance required by our tra-
ditions, constitution and laws, a cross cutting 
group representing our best and wisest minds 
needs to be working at the same table. 

With only existing tools and thinking, we 
have been left to muddle through, using blunt 
19th century approaches, such as crude 
blockades and other denials of access. The 
threat of terrorism to our democratic society is 
too serious to be left to ad hoc problem-solv-
ing. Such approaches are often as inadequate 
as they are menacing. 

We can do better, but only if we recognize 
and then come to grips with the complexities 
associated with maintaining a society with free 
and open access in a world characterized by 
unprecedented terrorism. The place to begin is 
with a high-level presidential commission of 
wise experts from an array of disciplines who 
can help chart the new course that will be re-
quired to protect both our people and our pre-
cious democratic institutions. 
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2000 ORGAN COORDINATOR IM-
PROVEMENT ACT AND ORGAN 
DONOR ENHANCEMENT ACT 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to in-
troduce two bills to address organ scarcity, 
The Organ Coordinator Improvement Act and 
The Organ Donor Enhancement Act. These 
bills complement each other in their purpose 
to increase the number of recoverable organs 
and make the best use of available organs for 
transplant. 

Every 14 minutes, a new person is added to 
the list of patients in need of an organ trans-
plant. This list is 72,000 patients long today. 
Last year, we recovered over 21,000 organs 
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